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Dear Mr Sunak, 
  
I am sure you share our surprise and disappointment, echoed by many on social media, that your 
televised hustings last night about your plans for the future of the country, in these challenging 
economic times, gave precious airtime to inaccurate views on the subject of UK greyhound racing.  
  
British greyhound racing remains one of the UK’s most popular spectator sports, employing over 
7,000 people across a variety of roles, with an estimated annual turnover of £2.6 billion for the UK 
economy. 
  
As the regulator for the sport, GBGB prioritises the welfare of our animal athletes above all else. 
Through our Rules of Racing and, since 2018 our Greyhound Commitment, we seek to promote and 
protect racing greyhounds throughout their careers and long into their retirement. This protection 
goes far beyond what is afforded to domestic pets in the UK. 
  
We publish annual independently verified data on all registered racing greyhounds, which goes 
beyond what has been asked for by DEFRA in that it provides a full breakdown of injuries and 
retirement destinations. This shows a consistently high homing rate, with 94% of greyhounds 
successfully homed on retirement in 2021. 
  
GBGB is nevertheless clear that we can never be complacent about the welfare of our athletes and 
we are committed to raising standards further. As such, in May 2022, we published our new long 
term welfare strategy – ‘A Good Life for Every Greyhound’. Development of the strategy was led by 
Independent Director Professor Madeleine Campbell (an EBVS® European Veterinary Specialist and a 
RCVA Specialist in Animal Welfare Science, Ethics and Law). The strategy, which I attach along with a 
summary of its key commitments, was welcomed by Lord Goldsmith as Animal Welfare Minister as 
part of the progress we continue to make for our sport. 
  
Any of our current 20 GBGB-licensed stadia would be delighted to welcome you at any time so you 
can see for yourself the standards of welfare and integrity maintained across our sport. Likewise, 
whilst we appreciate you and your family have recently become dog owners, maybe one day you will 
consider homing a retired greyhound through our network of excellent rehoming centre partners. 
  
I recognise that your priorities in becoming Prime Minister should be the economy, energy bills, the 
NHS and Ukraine so please do be assured that, contrary to what was said to you at the Leeds 
hustings, greyhound racing is a sport in which welfare is paramount. Our sport is a key employer in 
the communities we serve and enjoys long and positive relationships with parliamentarians across 
the political divide.  
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Yours sincerely, 
  
 

 
 
Mark Bird 
CEO, Greyhound Board of Great Britain 
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