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Rising Kennel Cough Cases  

The Greyhound Board of Great Britain (GBGB) is aware that cases of kennel cough have risen over the 

past four weeks and trainers are being advised to keep alert for coughing greyhounds.  

Coughing greyhounds must not be raced, trialled, or exercised whilst they are coughing.  

Kennel cough is highly contagious and in order to reduce the spread of the disease, any greyhound 

showing signs of coughing must not be entered for any races or trials or transported to any racecourse.  

Signs of Kennel Cough and When to Seek Veterinary Treatment  

Typically, most kennel cough is self-curing and does not require veterinary treatment. In these cases, 

the greyhound will have a harsh cough (which sounds like the dog is trying to clear its throat), a normal 

temperature and the dog is fairly bright and continues to eat and drink. 

Veterinary treatment is required when a greyhound has one or several of the following symptoms 

in conjunction with a persistent cough – loss of appetite, signs of being off-colour and/or an increased 

temperature (typically above 39C).  

All cases of kennel cough should be reported to your Stipendiary Steward and more severe cases must 

be reported to the GBGB via the Disease Surveillance Reporting line (see below). 

Isolation  

In order to reduce the spread of kennel cough and to allow all greyhounds sufficient time to recover 

from kennel cough, the trainer must isolate the entire kennel for a minimum period of three weeks 

from the time the first case of kennel cough is discovered.  

This means no racing, trials, or transfers of greyhounds in or out of the kennel during that period of 

isolation (minimum period of three weeks).  

Financial Support  

GBGB will provide each trainer whose kennels are isolating with emergency welfare payments based 

on the total number of greyhounds in residence multiplied by the total number of days the kennel 

remains in isolation.  

General advice on kennel cough can be obtained from your local veterinary surgeon, or from the 

GBGB on 0207 822 0900.  

Cases of severe kennel cough must be reported via the Disease Surveillance Reporting line on 0207 

822 0929. Your Stipendiary Steward should also be contacted. 

 


